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This week, the legislature passed the half-way mark in the 2006 Legislative session.  
Here are some highlights:  
 
Senate passed multiple measures to make our kids safer and get tough on sex 
offenders 

 
The State Senate passed 17 bills aimed at making our communities safer from these 
offenders.  Here’s a look at a few of those bills:  

 
 Senate Bill 6502 creates a statewide automated victim information system in 

which victims can be alerted to changes in an offender’s registration information, 
such as a release, transfer, escape or discharge. 

 
 Senate Bill 6519 requires Level III offenders to report to the county sheriff every 

90 days.  It also allows a sheriff to update an individual’s photograph for the file. 
 

 Senate Bill 6144 closes a loophole in current law that allows offenders to leave 
the state only to return later and claim they are no longer subject to registration 
requirements. 

 
Republicans prepare to turn up heat on protecting property rights from abuses of 
the power of eminent domain 
 
Part of the Republican Commitment to Washington this year is to rein in court decisions 
that have given government entities too much leeway in taking private property under the 
powers of eminent domain. Certain court decisions in Washington have defined “public 
use” way beyond what was intended by the authors of our state constitution. At this point, 
only two bills addressing the issue are moving through the process – Senate Bill 6701 
and House Bill 3017. SB 6701 would put into state law as a “proper decision” a 
Washington Supreme Court ruling that opens Pandora’s Box on a local government’s 
ability to condemn private property for private economic development. HB 3017 delays 
any action to protect private property owners until 2007 and leaves what will be done 
pending the outcome of a study by the governor’s Office of Financial Management. 
Republicans are working hard to get solid protections for private property owners before 
the full Legislature for a vote. 
 



Senate votes to expand property tax exemptions for low-income seniors 
Under current law, low-income seniors and persons retired on disability may apply for 
property tax exemptions and deferrals on their home and up to one acre of land on which 
their home sits. Senate Bill 6338 increases the amount of land to five acres if local 
zoning laws prohibit that land from being subdivided. This is particularly important to 
persons in rural areas. Sometimes the land beyond one acre is assessed at a higher value 
than that portion on which the home is located resulting in higher property taxes. This 
burden can force people out of their long-time family home.  This bill passed the Senate 
unanimously.  
 
Updates… 
 
● Senate approves bill to study effect of minimum wage increases on job creation, job 
retention and job loss. (SB 5551, passed 43-1) 
 
● Senate approves bill to protect personal cell phone numbers and records from being sold 
without the owner’s permission. (SB 6776, passed 47-0) 
 
That’s the lastest from Olympia, feel free to contact me with your thoughts on these or 
any other issue.  
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